
 

 

It is May 24th as I 
write to you today, and we 
have entered the astrolog-
ical time given over to 
Gemini, the Twins.  In my-
thology, this famous pair 
had one mortal member 
and one immortal mem-
ber.  And things having to 
do with this sign are usual-
ly life-and-death, always 
seeking better balance but 
never quite attaining it.  A 
sign fraught with duality, 
that is for sure. 

 

Why am I telling you 
this?  Before I reveal that, 
let me thicken the stew a 
little bit; I am currently en-
joying a series of historical 
fiction novels dealing with 
the emergence of a unified 
England late in the Dark 
Ages.  But while these 
gore-soaked books are bla-
tantly about Saxons and 
Northmen and the endless 
wars of conquest they 
waged, the real subject 
matter here is the religious 
war at hand, between the 

followers of the old gods, 
Odin, Thor, and that 
crowd, and those who 
cling to the relatively new 
Christian deity, our Jesus, 
whom they refer to as ‘the 
nailed god’.  

 

What is really at 
stake in the novels is 
which worldview will domi-
nate and sway the course 
of humankind.  The self-
described pagan 
worldview holds that the 
gods love chaos and disor-
der, and that everything is 
sliding right downhill all 
the time and will end in 
eternal conflagration.  The 
Christian view, of course, is 
quite the opposite, pre-
senting a God of compas-
sion and love who desires 
nothing more than the up-
building and perfecting of 
human society, which will 
end up in heaven.  But as 
much as I would like to 
write off astronomy as just 
so much fiddle-faddle, and 
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as much as I would like to award the reli-
gious victor’s crown to Jesus, I have to ad-
mit that the duality and polarity in our 
world to this very day seems to have sorted 
itself out into these two timeless 
worldviews. 

 

So here is what I want you to think 
about; which side of the coin lands heads-
up for you?  Which twin do you favor, not 
just intellectually, but in your everyday life?  
This is important stuff because what we 
believe about our common human destiny 
determines much of our daily reality.  If 
your core belief leans towards the innate 
perversity and selfishness of people, you 
will live your time on earth a lot differently 
than if you believe in people’s inherent 
goodness and potential.  I know, it is a lot 
to think about on a warm, maybe hot sum-
mer day.  But that does not make it unim-
portant to think about… 

 

In the dualistic, Gemini-run world of 
the novels I have been reading, things are 
pretty black-and-white, with clear and rigid 
divisions.  But in our non-fiction life, we 
need to be able to function in the world-
sized diverse group, right?  I am sure you 
have found that even within our own Chris-
tian faith, there is enormous polarity and 
discord, on pretty much every subject.  
And while we may hide behind doctrine or 
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denominational polity, I suspect that the 
real root of the discord is conflicting 
worldviews, conflicting understandings of 
the nature of God and humankind.  We 
may not be able to change the minds or 
hearts of others, but we really need to 
know our own minds and hearts. 

 

For good or for ill, we are not a de-
nomination that tells you, in clear bullet 
points, what you must believe to be a fol-
lower of Jesus.  But a consequence of that 
is that, unless we are quite clear about 
what we really think and believe, we may 
find other Christians incomprehensible, 
reprehensible, or worse.  And that is just 
the other Christians!  In the larger world it 
is even more important to own our self-
understandings about the Divine and our 
relationships that flow from that primary 
pairing, because they color and inform lit-
erally everything we do. 

 

I know, heavy subject, summer is up-
on us, and relaxing is right at the top of the 
list for most of us.  But, when the iced tea 
is full, and the house is quiet, give this stuff 
some thought.  In an increasingly dualisti-
cally oriented world, one can get torn 
apart, forced to choose sides, and without 
a core strength and understanding, we risk 
being casualties in a war we neither start-
ed nor signed up for!  Avoiding thoughtless 
conscription is a good thing, I think!  
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Several ladies planned to gather for a 
potluck salad lunch on May 20th. 
 
    Future programs suggested to VP 
Caroline included speakers from the 
Food Bank and from the hospital 
about falls and strokes.  
 
    Neva said the Sewing Group will be 
meeting about embroidering and oth-
er craft projects and exact 
dates announced in the church bulle-
tin. 
    If there is a need for a meeting 
before the summer break, one will 
be held on June 21st; otherwise, the 
visit to the Paradise UMC's labyrinth 
on June 24th will be the last activity 
until Sept. 20th. 
 
Submitted by Lily Loughlin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

UWIF Notes 

    The main topic of the May 17th 
meeting was Trustee chair Nancy 
Mayr's presentation of the needs, 
plans and operation of the mainte-
nance and upkeep of the church 
building. 
 
    The cleaning of the badly soiled 
and scratched folding chairs 
was studied and bids solicited 
and being considered to include 
cleaning and scotchguarding.  
 
    What to do about the stage and 
drapes, the flooring, and some of the 
bathrooms as well as the air condi-
tioning, the hot water in the kitchen, 
and the slow flow of the faucet were 
discussed.   
 
    Nancy also announced that Trinity 
is participating in the summer SAFE 
SPACE program for two weeks and 
snacks and brown bag items were so-
licited, boiled eggs and soft granola 
bars among the popular 
foods.    
 
    Her presentation ended with a 
tour to see the kitchen's gas stove 
and noting its knobs to turn on/off 
the burners, the use of the griddle 
that has a removable cover and the 
oven. There is an automatic switch to 
the large hood that carries off any 
dangerous fumes that might accumu-
late, too. Nancy emphasized the cor-
ners where the fire marshal deems 
nothing is to be to be put. 
 
    The current checking balance re-
ported by the Treasurer is $7,028.69. 
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 Thank You 
 

Dear Trinity Family, 

    The Humphreys and extended 

family would like to thank all of our 

church family for being so thought-

ful as we mourned the loss of Walt. 

    Your cards, calls and kindness 

were appreciated. Thank you as 

well to Pastor Dave, who was al-

ways there for us, Christina, for her 

beautiful voice and Mary Wahl for 

organizing the reception. Walt 

would have loved the root beer 

floats and popcorn. 

Thank you all again, 

Lorna 

 
 

 

Congratulations 
 

    Molly Knappen graduated with her 
Master of Divinity from Claremont on 
5/16/23, and also received The Fellow-
ship Seminarian Award for a student 
who displays outstanding leadership in 
music and/or worship.  
 
    Molly and the whole family are so 
thankful for all of the support from Trinity 
over these last 4 1/2 years!  
 
Submitted by Chane Binderup 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Church & Society 
 

We were able to donate $200 from our 
Fair Trade Table to Heifer International 
and they have a program this month with 
a 10X matching offer from an anony-
mous donor. So our donation will actual-
ly bring in $2,000 to the organization. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support 
of our efforts. 
 
Gary Estep 
TUMC Church/Society Committee 
 

 

 

 
 

More Trinity Family News 

https://apis.mail.yahoo.com/ws/v3/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-9qPEEpIjjDFZwzyNXonOrlY-4TwIb7ijE0eahPDe0hjVwk1Jth6rPIY5MvCn1A79kyNWTsPFrP5qvMFDt7aRWg/messages/@.id==ABGGgs9mpNLnZGp3GwucqO067mc/content/parts/@.id==3/thumbnail?appid=YMailNoble&size=400w&w=400&h=400
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FINANCE REPORT APRILL 2023         

    BUDGET % OF BUDGET   

CONTRIBUTIONS APRIL $18,340.29 $13,624.79 134.6%   

                                YR TO DATE $90,757.19 $90,757.19 100.0%   

OTHER INCOME APRIL $716.00 $500.00 62%   

                                YR TO DATE $2,644.25 $1,749.99 151.10%   

    TOTAL INCOME YR TO DATE $93,401.44 $83,335.06 112.1%   

          

BUDGETED EXPENSESAPRIL $17,051.30 $25,472.72 66.9%   

NON-BUDGETED EXPENSES APRIL $2,500.00       

EXPENSES YEAR TO DATE $93,952.71 $88,795.82 105.8%   

NET INCOME YR TO DATE -$551.27       

RESTRICTED FUND INCOME APRIL $470.00       

                                    YR TO DATE $2,328.00       

PASS  THROUGH INCOME APRIL $1,095.00       

PASS THROUGH INCOME YTD $2,710.00       

          

  INCOME 112.% 
ABOVE BUDG-
ET  YTD  

      

  EXPENSES 
117% OF 
BUDGET YTD 

      

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPORT OF 
TRINITY 

        

          

     BILL BORROR 
FINANCE 
CHAIR 
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 HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
 1 Carol Riley 

 2 Marilyn Niepoth 

 3 Bess Lyon 

 3 Lucy Gould 

 6 Jessica Hurt 

10 Antonio Arim  

11 Kurt Nilsson 

12 David Haynes 

14     Amy Darwin 

14     Bill Price 

17 Evelyn Ledford 

17     Linda Luck 

19 Eme Moua 

20     Donna Brott   

20 Sandy Shepard 

21     Deb Bonner 

21 Pam Runner 

21 Lorna Humphreys 

22     Lily Blanchard 

23 Kara Goslin 

23     Gary Lippincott 

23     Patricia Mumma 

24 Francisca Graham 

24 Olivia Lyon 

25 Paul Rabut, Jr. 

30     Ginny Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

 5 Oliver & Shari Hanf 

 8      Tony & Debra Salindong 

 9 Dan & Ginni Vernau 

12 Tom & Janis Chisholm 

12 Daniel & Lupe Law 

20 Dick & Eunice Brown 

20 Stan & Kay Loo 

20     Larry & Mary Wahl 

23 David & Christine Becker 

24 Kevin & Melissa DeBoy 

24 Stephen & Leatha King 

24     David & Mary Memmer 

26     Art & LaVonne Brown    

         Harv & Louise Nelson                                        

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

June Birthdays and Anniversaries 



 

 

AT  HOME 

Alan Bocks 

1616 Neal Dow Ave. 

Chico, CA  95926 

 

Donna Brott 

6553 Clark Road 

Paradise, CA 95969 

 

Joan Buck 

2668 Guynn Ave. 

Chico, CA 95973 

 

Carl Colbie 

1348 Kentfield Road 

Chico, CA 95926 

 

Mary Coulter 

2608 North Ave. 

Chico, CA 95973 

 

Lucy Gould 

330 Flume St. Apt. 200 

Chico, CA 95928 

 

Doris Harvey 

100 Sterling Oaks # 148 

Chico, CA  95928 

 

Joe Ann Haynes 

1512 Neal Dow Ave. 

Chico, CA 95926 

 

Lorna Humphreys 

113 Benson Terrace 

Chico, CA 95928 

 

Nicole & Brad Ledford 

1772 Hooker Oak Ave. 

Chico, CA 95926 

 

Mavis  McGillis 

5300 24th Ave. 

Seattle, WA 98105 

 

 

 

Amanda & Josh Montgomery 

543 Juniper St. 

Chico, CA 95926 

 

Harvey Nelson 

1960 Bidwell Ave. 

Chico, CA 95926 

 

Howard Sanborn 

3835 Gardener Ferry Road # 68 

Corning, CA 96021 

 

Louis Wacker 

22 Wrangler Ct. 

Chico, CA 95928 

 

Frank & Rebecca Zebley 

114 Secluded Oaks Ct. 

Chico, CA 95928 

 

WINDSOR CARE 

188 Cohasset Lane 

Chico, CA 95926 

Virginia Mancebo  Room # 22 

Louise Nelson #24 

 

CALIFORNIA PARK REHABILITATION 

2850 Sierra Sunrise Terrace 

Chico, CA 95928 

Barbi Abbott #220B 

 

ARBOR POST ACUTE 

1200 Springfield Dr. 

Chico, CA 95928 

Kay Smith 

 

PRESTIGE ASSISTED LIVING 

1351 E. Lassen Ave. 

Chico, CA 95973 

Dick Gould # 210 

 

ROSELEAF GARDENS 

2770 Sierra Ladera Lane 

Chici CA 95928 

Teresa Smith Wilsey 

Prayer List 
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Sunday, JUNE 4       TRINITY SUNDAY 

Jesus’ final earthly commands are given today in Matthew 28:16-20, commands full of both 
challenge and hope. The homily today will be called “Go, But Not Alone”, and we will celebrate 
Holy Communion today as well. 

      

Sunday, June 11    

The sermon title “Influencers” is the contemporary word for a very old job description…
come and hear the first century version as told in in Matthew 9:9-13. A day for re-aligning our pri-
orities!    

 

Sunday, June 18   ANNUAL CONFERENCE SUNDAY 

Pastor Dave is away today at Annual Conference, and the guest speaker is not yet known, 
but please join us for a wonderful day of word and witness.  

 

Sunday, June 25 

Selected verses from Matthew 10 frame today’s challenging and eternal topics. The mes-
sage is called “Fearless and Forward Facing”. 

WORSHIP IN JUNE 

Phone: 530-343-1497 

Email: chicotrinity@yahoo.com 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

ENGAGE 

 

GROW 

 

SHARE 

285 East Fifth Street 

Chico, CA  95928 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


