Trinity United Methodist Church
October 20th, 2024         10:30 a.m.      DIGITAL BULLETIN         


Rev. David S. Vallelunga, Pastor; Bob Ediger, Liturgist; 
Kathy Eckart, Organist; Christina Wong, Zoomologist
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ORGAN PRELUDE            Te Deum                    Charpentier
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS               Pastor Dave 
WE GREET ONE ANOTHER IN CHRISTIAN LOVE                         
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                     Liturgist
Today we hear the universal story,
THE STORY OF ARROGANCE AND SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS STEPPING ASIDE FOR HUMILITY AND HOLINESS.
This story does not come easily to us, even after all these centuries,
BUT STILL WE STRIVE TO BRING THE DIVINE VISION INTO EARTHLY REALITY.
May all manner of blessings be ours today as we discover our own forms of spiritual blindness,
AND AS WE BEGIN THE PERSONAL HEALING THAT WILL EVENTUALLY IMPROVE THE WHOLE WORLD. AMEN!

HYMN # 98                                         “To God Be the Glory”

To God be the glory, great things he hath done!
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life-gate that all may go in.

CHORUS: Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory, great things he hath done!

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
to every believer the promise of God;
the vilest offender who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. CHORUS

Great things he hath taught us, 
great things he hath done,
and great our rejoicing thru Jesus the Son;
but purer, and higher, and greater will be
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.  CHORUS

A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US           Pastor Dave
OUR LORD’S PRAYER  
THE SCRIPTURE BEGINS                Acts 9, selected verses

PRAYER SONG # 454   “Open My Eyes, That I May See”

Open my eyes, that I may see 
glimpses of truth thou hast for me;
place in my hands the wonderful key 
that shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now I wait for thee, 
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Eternal Brightness, we do not know the way to You. But you have called, and we have answered. Salvation's ways are not our own, for they belong to You, and it is unto You we look for them. Our hands are open to receive Your gifts. We strive to have no thoughts we think apart from You, and cherish no false beliefs of what we are, or Who created us. Yours is the way that we would find and follow. And we only ask that Your Will, as it gradually becomes our own as well, be done in us and in the world, that our suffering earth might become a part of Heaven now. Amen.

Open my ears, that I may hear 
voices of truth thou sendest clear;
and while the wavenotes fall on my ear, 
everything false will disappear.
Silently now I wait for thee, 
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Lord God, Giver of Life, Source of all healing, who alone can help us grow in wholeness: we thank you for the gifts of life and health, and ask you to guide and uphold all who are engaged in the ministry of healing, that disease and disunity may everywhere be overcome; through Christ the Divine Healer, who suffered and died and lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, o  God of our Salvation, now and always. Amen.

Open my mouth, and let me bear 
gladly the warm truth everywhere;
open my heart and let me prepare 
love with thy children thus to share.
Silently now I wait for thee, 
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine!

THE SCRIPTURE CONTINUES       Acts 9, selected verses   
MUSICAL INSPIRATION     I Know Whom I Have Believed                                  
THE SCRIPTURE CONCLUDES      Acts 9, selected verses                                                                                            
HOMILY        “Resistant, Yet Compliant”      Pastor Dave

OFFERTORY                                                               Froh Gelaunt                                                                                                                                                                             
DOXOLOGY and BLESSING OF THE GIFTS           Liturgist

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
CLOSING HYMN # 378                              “Amazing Grace”

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found; 
was blind, but now I see.

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come;
'tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me, 
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be, 
as long as life endures.

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 
and mortal life shall cease,
I shall possess, within the veil, a life of joy and peace.

When we've been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun,
we've no less days to sing God's praise 
than when we'd first begun!

BLESSING    Blessed are You, O Lord our God, wellspring of our lives. You have opened our ears to hear Your word; now open our eyes to see Your beauty, and open our hearts to be warmed by Your love. Free us from our lonely prisons of fear and selfishness, and make us over, day by day, into bearers of Your peace. Amen!

POSTLUDE                                                 The Rainbow Polka
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