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PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS        Pastor Dave                      
WE GREET ONE ANOTHER IN CHRISTIAN LOVE                                        

CALL TO WORSHIP                                              Liturgist
Great God, who has told us "Vengeance is mine," save us from ourselves,
          SAVE US FROM THE VENGEANCE IN OUR HEARTS AND THE ACID IN OUR SOULS.
Save us from our desire to hurt as we have been hurt,
          TO PUNISH AS WE HAVE BEEN PUNISHED, TO TERRORIZE AS WE HAVE BEEN TERRORIZED.
This we ask through Jesus,
          THE ONE WITHOUT VENGEANCE IN HIS HEART. THIS WE ASK FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN.

HYMN #396                       “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

O Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end;
be thou forever near me, 
my Master and my friend.
I shall not fear the battle if thou art by my side,
nor wander from the pathway 
if thou wilt be my guide.

O let me feel thee near me! The world is ever near;
I see the sights that dazzle, 
the tempting sounds I hear;
my foes are ever near me, around me and within;
but Jesus, draw thou nearer, 
and shield my soul from sin.

O let me hear thee speaking 
in accents clear and still,
above the storms of passion, 
the murmurs of self-will.
O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control;
O speak, and make me listen, 
thou guardian of my soul.

O Jesus, thou hast promised
 to all who follow thee
that where thou art in glory 
there shall thy servant be.
And Jesus, I have promised 
to serve thee to the end;
O give me grace to follow, 
my Master and my Friend.

A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US    Pastor Dave
OUR LORD’S PRAYER    
PRAYER SONG # 508                       (sung to HYFRODOL)
“Faith, While Trees are Still in Blossom”

Faith while trees are still in blossom, 
plans thE picking of the fruit; 
faith can feel the thrill of harvest, 
when the buds begin to sprout.
Long before the dawn is breaking, 
faith anticipates the sun.
Faith is eager for the day-light, 
for the work that must be done.

Gracious Oneness, give us the words, the words that can cut deep into and destroy the soul of arrogance. Give us the words, the words that can fuel the flames of passion for truth and honesty. Give us the words that can destroy the seeds, the seeds of greed and envy. Give us the words, the words that can fertilize and help to bloom perpetual pink cherry blossoms of helpfulness. Give us the words, words that can pulverize and make to dust the ugly rocks of egotism and selfishness. Give us the words that ignite the rocket engines to never stop a huge world changing kindness revolution. Our God, give us the words that lead to endless unconditional love for every human soul in this amazing world. Amen.

Long before the rains were coming, 
Noah went and built an ark.
Abraham, the lonely migrant, 
saw the Light beyond the dark.
Faith, uplifted, tamed the water 
of the undivided sea
and the people of the Hebrews 
found the path that made them free.

Dearest Lord, show me the suffering of the most miserable; so I will know my people's plight. Free me to pray for others, for you are present in every person. Help me take responsibility for my own life; so that I can be free at last. Grant me courage to serve others, for in service there is true life. Give me honesty and patience; so that the spirit will be alive among us. Let the spirit flourish and grow, nourishing us and healing us so that we will never tire of the struggle. Let us remember those who have died for justice, for they have given us encouragement, and help us love even those who hate us; so we can change the world. Amen.

Faith, believes that God is faithful, 
God will be who God will be!
Faith accepts the call responding: 
"I am willing; Lord, Send me."
To this world of wild confusion, 
let us go to share our light;
Let us meet the world’s delusion 
with our hearts both true and right.

GOSPEL READING            Luke 16. 1-13             Liturgist
MUSICAL INSPIRATION              “Honesty”, Billy Joel
HOMILY             “Simplified Service”        Pastor Dave
OFFERTORY                                                                                                             
DOXOLOGY and BLESSING OF THE GIFTS                                      

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host, 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

HYMN # 438                   “Forth in Thy Name, O Lord”

Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go,
my daily labor to pursue;
thee, only thee, resolved to know
in all I think or speak or do.

The task thy wisdom hath assigned,
O let me cheerfully fulfill;
in all my works thy presence find,
and prove thy good and perfect will.

Thee may I set at my right hand,
whose eyes mine inmost substance see,
and labor on at thy command,
and offer all my works to thee.

For thee delightfully employ
what e'er thy bounteous grace hath given;
and run my course with even joy,
and closely walk with thee to heaven.


BLESSING (everyone)        We ask, O God, for the grace to be our best selves. We ask for the vision to be the builders of human community rather than its destroyers. And we ask for the humility to understand the fears and hopes of all other peoples. Amen!

POSTLUDE
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